SUNNI THEOLOGY 


(a) Brief introduction to the Holy Quran: 


The Holy Quran is the central religious text of Islam, considered by Muslims to be the literal word of God 
as revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. It is written in Arabic and is believed to be the final and most 
important revelation from God to humanity. The Quran contains guidance for all aspects of life, 
including theology, morality, ethics, and legal principles. It is considered a miraculous and timeless book 
that provides spiritual and moral guidance to Muslims around the world. 


(b) Revelation of the Holy Quran: 


According to Islamic belief, the Quran was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad over a period of 
approximately 23 years. The revelations began in 610 CE when Muhammad received the first revelation 
from God through the angel Gabriel in a cave near Mecca, which marked the beginning of his 
prophethood. The revelations continued until the year 632 CE, shortly before the Prophet’s death. The 
Quran was revealed in stages, addressing the specific needs and challenges faced by the early Muslim 
community, as well as providing timeless guidance for all of humanity. 


© Compilation of the Holy Quran and its arrangement during the reign of the Messenger of Allah 
(PBUH): 


(1) Collection and editing of the Quran during the reign of Hazrat Abu Bakr: 


During the time of the Prophet Muhammad, the Quran was not compiled into a single book form. The 
verses of the Quran were written on various materials, such as palm leaves, bones, and pieces of 
parchment. The Prophet Muhammad had a group of scribes who would write down the revealed verses 
under his supervision. However, the complete compilation of the Quran into a single book happened 
after the Prophet’s death. 


After the Prophet Muhammad passed away, Abu Bakr, the first caliph of Islam, appointed a committee 
led by Zaid ibn Thabit to collect and compile the Quran. The committee’s task was to gather all the 
written materials containing the Quranic verses and compile them into a standardized book form. They 
ensured the accuracy of the text by cross-checking with the oral recitation of the memorizers of the 
Quran, who had learned it directly from the Prophet. This compilation was completed during the 
caliphate of Abu Bakr, approximately two years after the Prophet Muhammad’s death. 


(h) Compilation and editing of the Holy Quran during the reign of Hazrat Uthman: 


During the caliphate of Uthman ibn Affan, the third caliph of Islam, a need arose to produce multiple 
copies of the Quran and distribute them to different regions of the Muslim empire. This was done to 
ensure the uniformity and accuracy of the Quranic text, as variations in dialects were becoming 
apparent due to the expansion of the Muslim community. Uthman formed a committee, again led by 
Zaid ibn Thabit, to compile an authoritative copy of the Quran. 


The committeee used the original compilation from the time of Abu Bakr as the basis for their work. 
They collected all the written copies of the Quran and compared them to ensure accuracy. Any 
variations in dialect were standardized according to the dialect of the Quraysh, the tribe to which the 
Prophet Muhammad belonged. Multiple copies of this standardized version were then made and sent to 
different regions of the Muslim empire. Uthman’s compilation became the standard text of the Quran 
and is the same Quran that Muslims use today. 


(f) Translation and interpretation of the following Surahs: Surah Al-Fatihah, Surah Al-Asr, Surah Al- 
Kawthar, Surah Al-Kafirun, Surah Al-Ikhlas, Surah Al-Falaq, Surah Al-Nas: 


1. Surah Al-Fatihah: Also known as “The Opening,” it is the first chapter of the Quran. It consists 


Of seven verses and is recited in every unit of the Muslim prayer. The Surah praises Allah, acknowledges 
His mercy, seeks guidance, and expresses the desire to follow the straight path. 


2. Surah Al-Asr: This Surah, consisting of three verses, emphasizes the importance of time and warns 
that humanity is in a state of loss unless they have faith, perform righteous deeds, and encourage one 
another to truth and patience. 


3. Surah Al-Kawthar: Composed of three verses, this Surah highlights the abundant blessings bestowed 
upon the Prophet Muhammad, particularly the gift of a river in Paradise named Al-Kawthar. It also 
serves as a reminder to be grateful and to worship Allah sincerely. 


4. Surah Al-Kafirun: This Surah, containing six verses, addresses the disbelievers and emphasizes the 
Islamic concept of monotheism. It asserts that Muslims and disbelievers have different beliefs and 
should not be mixed together in matters of faith. 


5. Surah Al-Ikhlas: Known as “The Sincerity,” it consists of four verses and emphasizes the concept of 
monotheism, stating that Allah is unique, eternal, and incomparable. It affirms that there is no deity 
except Allah and that He is self-sufficient and has no offspring or partner. 


6. Surah Al-Falaq: Comprising of five verses, this Surah seeks refuge in Allah from the evils of the night, 
such as darkness, witchcraft, and the envious whispers of evil beings. It emphasizes seeking Allah’s 
protection from all harm and evil. 


7. Surah Al-Nas: Also known as “The Mankind,” it consists of six verses and seeks refuge in Allah from 
the whispers and temptations of Satan and evil spirits. It reminds believers to place their trust in Allah 
and seek His protection from the unseen dangers of the world. 


These Surahs, like the rest of the Quran, hold significant spiritual and moral teachings and are recited 
and pondered upon by Muslims to seek guidance and strengthen their faith. 


(a) Meaning of hadith (word, verb, speech). Definition of Hadith and Sunnah with examples: 


The term “hadith” originates from the Arabic word “haddatha,” which means “he narrated” or “he 
spoke.” Hadith refers to the recorded sayings, actions, and approvals of the Islamic Prophet 
Muhammad. It encompasses his teachings, actions, and tacit approvals of various matters. Hadith is an 
integral part of Islamic literature and serves as a significant source of guidance for Muslims. 


Sunnah, on the other hand, refers to the exemplary way of life, actions, and teachings of Prophet 
Muhammad. It encompasses his sayings, actions, approvals, and tacit behaviors. Sunnah provides 
practical guidance for Muslims on how to lead their lives in accordance with the teachings of Islam. 
Examples of Sunnah include the way Prophet Muhammad prayed, fasted, interacted with people, and 
conducted himself in various situations. 


(b) Definition of Sanad, Text, Tradition, Narrator, Sahabi, Tabi, Taba Tabi, and Muhaddith with 
examples: 


- Sanad: Sanad refers to the chain of narrators through which a hadith is transmitted. It 
provides the lineage of narrators who passed down the hadith from one generation to 
another. 


Example: In a hadith, the sanad would include the names of the narrators in the chain, such as “Narrated 
by A, who heard from B, who heard from C, and so on.” 


- Text: The text of a hadith refers to the actual content and wording of the statement or 
action attributed to Prophet Muhammad. 


Example: The text of a hadith could be a specific saying of the Prophet, such as “Actions are only by 
intentions.” 


- Tradition: In the context of hadith, tradition refers to the body of narrations and 
practices passed down from Prophet Muhammad to his companions and subsequent 
generations. 


Example: The tradition of fasting during the month of Ramadan is established through hadith narrations. 


- Narrator: A narrator, also known as a rawi, is an individual who transmits the hadith by 
narrating it from a previous narrator in the chain. 


Example: Abu Huraira, a companion of the Prophet Muhammad, is a well-known narrator of hadith. 


- Sahabi: Sahabi refers to a companion of the Prophet Muhammad, someone who met 
him, believed in him, and died as a Muslim. 


Example: Abu Bakr and Umar ibn al-Khattab are prominent examples of Sahaba. 


- Tabi: Tabi refers to the generation of Muslims who succeeded the Sahaba. They learned 
directly from the companions of the Prophet Muhammad. 


Example: Hasan al-Basri, a renowned Islamic scholar of the Tabi’un era. 


- Taba Tabi: Taba Tabi refers to the generation of Muslims who succeeded the Tabi’un. 
They learned from the Tabi’un. 


Example: Imam Malik, the founder of the Maliki school of jurisprudence, belonged to the Taba Tabi 
generation. 


- Muhaddith: Muhaddith refers to a scholar who specializes in the science of hadith, 
including its collection, authentication, and interpretation. 


Example: Imam Bukhari, the author of Sahih al-Bukhari, is a renowned Muhaddith. 


© Importance of Hadith and interrelation between Quran and Hadith: 


Hadith holds significant importance in Islam for several reasons: 


1. Clarification and Explanation: Hadith provides further explanations, clarifications, and practical 
demonstrations of the principles and teachings mentioned in the Quran. It helps in 
understanding the practical application of Islamic teachings. 


2. Legal Guidance: Hadith plays a crucial role in Islamic law (Sharia). It provides detailed 


Guidance on various legal matters, ethical conduct, social interactions, and personal behavior. 


3. Preservation of Prophetic Traditions: Hadith acts as a means to preserve the authentic 
traditions of Prophet Muhammad. It ensures that the teachings and practices of the Prophet are 
accurately passed down through generations. 


The Interrelation between the Quran and Hadith can be understood as follows: 


- The Quran is the primary source of Islamic teachings and is considered the word of God. 
It contains the fundamental principles and beliefs of Islam. 


- Hadith complements the Quran by providing practical guidance and elaboration on the 
teachings found in the Quran. It serves as a source of understanding the Prophet’s 
implementation of the Quranic teachings in his daily life. 


- Together, the Quran and Hadith form the basis of Islamic law, ethics, and spirituality. 
They work in harmony to provide comprehensive guidance for Muslims in all aspects of 
life. 


(c) Collections of hadith from the period of the Prophet to the period of Banu Umayyah: 


During the period from the time of the Prophet Muhammad to the era of the Banu Umayyah caliphate, 
several collections of hadith were compiled. Some of the notable collections include: 


1. Muwatta Imam Malik: Compiled by Imam Malik ibn Anas, this collection 
contains hadith narrations along with legal rulings and juristic opinions. 


2. Sahih al-Bukhari: Compiled by Imam Muhammad al-Bukhari, it is one of the 
most respected and authentic collections of hadith. It includes a vast number 
of narrations selected based on rigorous criteria of authenticity. 


3. Sahih Muslim: Compiled by Imam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj, this collection is also 
highly regarded for its authenticity. It contains narrations categorized into 
various chapters based on topics. 


4. Sunan Abu Dawood: Compiled by Imam Abu Dawood, this collection focuses 
on legal and practical aspects of the Prophet’s traditions. 


5. Jami* at-Tirmidhi: Compiled by Imam Tirmidhi, it includes a wide range of 
hadith narrations, classified into chapters on different subjects. 


These collections, among others, were compiled during this period to preserve the sayings and actions 
of the Prophet Muhammad and ensure their transmission to future generations. 


